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ABSTRACT 

 the existence of sorcery is evidenced by the Qur’an, the Prophet’s Tradition (Sunnah), and 

the consensus of mainstream Sunni scholars. Some types of sorcery are “real” in the sense 

that they tangibly harm the body, mind and heart; while others create just illusions and 

fantasies in the mind of the bewitched person. Due to the spread of “real” sorcery today, its 

negative effects on the Muslim’s faith, mind and body, and the big number of its victims 

whose lives have turned to a real hell because of sorcerers’ unleashing of genii upon them, I 

have researched this topic from the juristic point of view, citing the juristic rulings on sorcery, 

its doer and victim. I have collected, reviewed and organized the data from juristic references, 

and supported what I believe to be the most correct with evidence from scholars’ opinions in 

light of the fundamentals of jurisprudence. The book also covers a plethora of topics, e.g. how 

a genii enters the human body, the nature of sorcery, its effects, the ruling on learning and 

teaching it, legitimate methods of treating it, the rulings on sorcerers, their legal punishment, 

how they can repent, the rulings on seeking their services and praying behind them if they 

lead a prayer (as imams). I have also tackled some rulings related to the bewitched person’s 

worship, business transactions, marriage, divorce, misdemeanor, his fate in the hereafter as 

per established religious evidence, as well as which category of the population he fits in based 

on sacred texts. The study also makes the following conclusions: sorcery is real; a genii can 

enter the human body; sorcery is unlawful and that most of its practices are signs of disbelief; 

it is unlawful to learn and teach it; the sorcerer is a disbeliever (apostate) if any of his 

thoughts, words or actions involve disbelief in God; his legal penalty, in this case, is 

execution; he can repent and should be given a chance to do so unless he is executed for his 

crimes; it is unlawful to seek his services or pray behind him if he is proven to be a 

disbeliever; if a bewitched person lost his mind completely, he will have the same ruling as 

the lunatic; if he is afflicted with fits of lunacy, he will have the same ruling as the mentally 

retarded; and if he is afflicted physically, not mentally, he will have the same ruling as a sick 

person. Finally, I list the findings and the recommendations of the study, and I pray that God 

benefit me and all Muslims of it. 
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